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Local History Mapped: 

Relevant Skills and Selected Content Standards 

ANALYTICAL SKILLS 

Chronological and Spatial Thinking  

Grades K-5 

3. Students explain how the present is connected to the past, identifying both similarities and differences 
between the two, and how some things change over time and some things stay the same.  

4. Students use map and globe skills to determine the absolute locations of places and interpret 
information available through a map’s or globe’s legend, scale, and symbolic representations. 

5. Students judge the significance of the relative location of a place (e.g., proximity to a harbor, on trade 
routes) and analyze how relative advantages or disadvantages can change over time. 

 Grade 8 

1.  Students explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

3. Students use a variety of maps and documents to identify physical and cultural features of 
neighborhoods, cities, states, and countries and to explain the historical migration of people, 
expansion and disintegration of empires, and the growth of economic systems.  

Grade 11 

1.  Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past events and 
decisions and determining the lessons that were learned. 

2. Students analyze how change happens at different rates at different times; understand that some 
aspects can change while others remain the same; and understand that change is complicated and 
affects not only technology and politics but also values and beliefs. 

3. Students use a variety of maps and documents to interpret human movement, including major 
patterns of domestic and international migration, changing environmental preferences and settlement 
patterns, the frictions that develop between population groups, and the diffusion of ideas, 
technological innovations, and goods. 

4. Students relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of places and regions.  

Research, Evidence, and Point of View  

Grades K-5 

2.  Students pose relevant questions about events they encounter in historical documents, eyewitness 
accounts, oral histories, letters, diaries, artifacts, photographs, maps, artworks, and architecture.  

Historical Interpretation  

Grades K-5 
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2. Students identify the human and physical characteristics of the places they are studying and explain 
how those features form the unique character of those places.  

Grade 8 

3. Students explain the sources of historical continuity and how the combination of ideas and events 
explains the emergence of new patterns. 

5. Students recognize that interpretations of history are subject to change as new information is 
uncovered.  

Grade 11 

1. Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical events and larger 
social, economic, and political trends and developments.  

 

CONTENT STANDARDS 

Visual Arts 

Grade 4 

3.0 Historical and Cultural Context Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of 
the Visual Arts. Students analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present 
cultures throughout the world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists. 

3.1 Describe how art plays a role in reflecting life. (e.g., in photography, quilts, architecture). 

3.2 Identify and discuss the content of works of art in the past and present, focusing on the different 
cultures that have contributed to California's history and art heritage. 

3.3 Research and describe the influence of religious groups on art and architecture, focusing 
primarily on buildings in California both past and present. 

History-Social Science 

Grade 3 

3.1 Students describe the physical and human geography and use maps, tables, graphs, photographs, 
and charts to organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context. 

3.1.1 Identify geographical features in their local region (e.g., deserts, mountains, valleys, hills, 
coastal areas, oceans, lakes). 

3.1.2 Trace the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region and modified the 
physical environment (e.g., a dam constructed upstream changed a river or coastline). 

3.3 Students draw from historical and community resources to organize the sequence of local historical 
events and describe how each period of settlement left its mark on the land. 

Grade 4 
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4.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic features that define 
places and regions in California. 

4.1.3 Identify the state capital and describe the various regions of California, including how their 
characteristics and physical environments (e.g., water, landforms, vegetation, climate) affect 
human activity. 

4.1.4 Identify the locations of the Pacific Ocean, rivers, valleys, and mountain passes and explain 
their effects on the growth of towns. 

4.1.5 Use maps, charts, and pictures to describe how communities in California vary in land use, 
vegetation, wildlife, climate, population density, architecture, services, and transportation. 

4.4. Students explain how California became an agricultural and industrial power, tracing the 
transformation of the California economy and its political and cultural development since the 1850s. 

4.4.2 Explain how the Gold Rush transformed the economy of California, including the types of 
products produced and consumed, changes in towns (e.g., Sacramento, San Francisco), and 
economic conflicts between diverse groups of people.  

Grade 8 

8.8 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-1800s 
and the challenges they faced. 

8.8.4 Examine the importance of the great rivers and the struggle over water rights. 

8.12 Students analyze the transformation of the American economy and the changing social and political 
conditions in the United States in response to the Industrial Revolution. 

8.12. 5 Examine the location and effects of urbanization, renewed immigration, and 
industrialization (e.g., the effects on social fabric of cities, wealth and economic opportunity, 
the conservation movement). 

8.12.7 Identify the new sources of large-scale immigration and the contributions of immigrants to 
the building of cities and the economy; explain the ways in which new social and economic 
patterns encouraged assimilation of newcomers into the mainstream amidst growing cultural 
diversity; and discuss the new wave of nativism. 

Grade 11 

11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large- scale rural-to-urban 
migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe. 

11.2.2 Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, 
and the development of cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class. 

11.5  Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of 
the 1920s. 

11.5.7 Discuss the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the impact of new 
technologies (e.g., the automobile, electricity), and the resulting prosperity and effect on the 
American landscape.  


